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The Third Sunday in Lent
March 23, 2025
Rev. Patrick Poock

Jesus Calls You to Repentance

“Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3, 5). By this warning, the Lord
would turn us away from wickedness and bring us to life in Himself. For He is patient with us,
that we would not be cut down in our sin but live and bear fruit in Him. As He lives, the Lord
has “no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live”
(Ezek. 33:11). So the Scriptures have been “written down for our instruction, on whom the end
of the ages has come” (1 Cor. 10:11), that we should not desire evil but trust in Christ. He alone
is faithful, the Rock who feeds us with His “spiritual food” and pours out His “spiritual drink”
(1 Cor. 10:3-4).

THE DIVINE SERVICE is celebrated each Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:30 am and Wednesday at 5:00
pm. Bible Class is held on Sunday at 9:15 am and Wednesday at 3:30 pm and 6:30 pm.

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH is a Christological, Scriptural, Confessional and Liturgical
member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. We believe that God has called us to believe,
teach and confess that Christ was crucified for our sins and we receive salvation by faith, which
is a gift of God through His grace given to us in our baptism, as is revealed in the Holy Bible
which is the inspired and inerrant Word of God. In response to His gift of salvation we eagerly
desire to do good works out of thanksgiving and praise to the Triune God.



COMMUNION STATEMENT

Because we take the Word of God seriously and we love our visitors, we ask that if you are not
a member of Faith Lutheran or another LCMS church, please refrain from taking
communion until you have talked with Pastor Poock. In the meantime, we would love to have
you participate by coming forward and receiving a blessing.

Communion offers the immense blessing of forgiveness of our sins. However, it can be taken to
one’s judgment if not properly understood. 1 Cor 11:27,29 says, “Whoever, therefore, eats the
bread or drinks the cup of the LORD in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body
and blood of the LORD...For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself.”

We teach that a person receives the real Body and the real Blood of Jesus Christ “in, with and
under the bread and wine.” It is not symbolic or merely a spiritual presence.

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!
We rejoice to have you with us today. The liturgy is found in the Lutheran Service Book in the
rack in front of you. You may place this bulletin in the back of your hymnal to help you follow
along with the order of service. The Propers for the day are printed within the bulletin. Please
read the message in this bulletin concerning reception of Holy Communion at our church.

The first quarter of 2025 is designated by Pastor and the Elders for Our Daily Bread of
Bradenton. The mission of Our Daily Bread is to provide for the nutritional needs of the poor
and needy of our community in the context of compassion and affirmation of their human worth
as Children of God. They achieve this by providing a daily soup kitchen and food pantry.
Please note “Missions” on your donation check. Thank you for your generosity in supporting
God’s work.

Weekly Memory Verse 1 John 3:16
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for
the brothers.
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee;
2 Not the la-bors of my hands Can  ful - fill Thy Law’s de-mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; Sim - ply to Thy cross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet - ing breath, When mine eye - lids close in death,
f) | :
) 77 — J 77 Py
7 — E—, —

£
O

Y
Let the wa-ter and the blood, From Thy riv - en side which flowed,
Could my zeal no res - pite know, Could my tears for - ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to Thee for dress; Help-less, look to Thee for grace;
When I soar to worlds un-known, See Thee on Thy judg-ment throne,
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Be of sin the dou-ble cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
All for sin could not a-tone; Thou must save, and Thou a - lone.
Foul, I to the foun-tain fly; Wash me, Sav-ior, or I die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-78
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872
Text and tune: Public domain
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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

INVOCATION
P} In the name of the Father and of the *I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION LSB 203
P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.



[P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 203
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS

P) Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins
and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 5:4-8; antiphon: Psalm 1:6

Pastor:
Cong:
Pastor:
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Pastor:
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Pastor:
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Pastor:
Cong:
Pastor:
Cong:

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked will perish.

For you are not a God who delights in wickedness;

evil may not dwell with you.

The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;

you hate all evildoers.

You destroy those who speak lies;

the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.

But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house.
I will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear of you.
Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies;
make your way straight before me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;



as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray
from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7-20

“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Isracl. Whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If | say to the wicked, O wicked
one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that
wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. °But if you
warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die
in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.

10“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our
transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we
live?” 11Say to them, As | live, declares the Lord Gob, | have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil
ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

12¢And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not
deliver him when he transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it



when he turns from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by his
righteousness when he sins. *Though | say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he
trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered,
but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. **Again, though I say to the wicked, ‘You shall
surely die,” yet if he turns from his sin and does what is just and right, 5if the wicked restores
the pledge, gives back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing
injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. *®None of the sins that he has committed shall be
remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he shall surely live.

17“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,” when it is their own way that is not
just. When the righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it.
YAnd when the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live
by them. ?Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, I will judge each of
you according to his ways.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

1| want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed
through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the
same spiritual food, “and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual
Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. >Nevertheless, with most of them God was
not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

®Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did.
Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and
drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and
twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. ®°We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them
did and were destroyed by serpents, *®nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by
the Destroyer. **Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down
for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. *Therefore let anyone who thinks
that he stands take heed lest he fall. *No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.



Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 13:1-9
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2And he answered them, “Do you think that these
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way?
3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. *Or those eighteen on whom
the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all
the others who lived in Jerusalem? °No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish.”

®And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking
fruit on it and found none. “And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have
come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and | find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the
ground?’ 8And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on
manure. °Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.””

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.



From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I« everlasting. Amen.
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mea - sure And un - to God con - vert them.
nour - ish, In righ - teous paths to keep them.
Sess us. Now let our hearts say, “A - men!”
Text: Martin Luther, 1483—-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.
Tune: David Lee, 1956
Text: Public domain
Tune: © 2004 David Lee. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED)
P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and
given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain;
yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You
spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in
Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this i1s My I+
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My -«
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in

remembrance of Me.”

LSB 210

PAX DOMINI
P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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You take the sin of the world a way;
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, Q) Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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696 O GOD, MY FAITHFUL GOD
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1 O God, my faith-ful God, True foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Grant me the strength to do With read -y heart and will - ing

3 Keep me from say - ing words That lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 Lord, let me win my foes With kind-ly words and ac - tions,
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Guard me lest 1 - dle speech May from my lips be fall - ing;
And let me find good friends For coun-sel and cor-rec - tion.
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Give me a health-y frame, And may I have with - in

That I do what I should While trust - ing You to  bless
But when with -in my place I must and ought to speak,
Help me, as You have taught, To love both great and small
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A con-science free from blame, A  soul un - stained by sin.
The out-come for my good, For You must give suc - cess.
Then to my words give grace Lest I of - fend the weak.
And by Your Spir -it’s might To live in peace with all.

5  Let me depart this life
Confiding in my Savior;
By grace receive my soul
That it may live forever,
And let my body have
A quiet resting place
Within a Christian grave;
And let it sleep in peace.

6  And on that final day
When all the dead are waking,



Stretch out Your mighty hand,
My deathly slumber breaking.
Then let me hear Your voice,
Redeem this earthly frame,
And bid me to rejoice

With those who love Your name.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen
Text and tune: Public domain

627 JESUS CHRIST, OUR BLESSED SAVIOR
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2 As His pledge of love un - dy - ing, He, this pre - cious
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He saved us from the e - vil foe.
And with the wine the blood He shed.
His judg - ment then you shall re - ceive.
Gave in - to death  His on - ly Son.

5  Firmly hold with faith unshaken
That this food is to be taken
By the sick who are distressed,
By hearts that long for peace and rest.

6  Agony and bitter labor
Were the cost of God’s high favor;
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Do not come if you suppose
You need not Him who died and rose.

Christ says: “Come, all you that labor,
And receive My grace and favor:
Those who feel no pain or ill

Need no physician’s help or skill.

“For what purpose was My dying

If not for your justifying?

And what use this precious food

If you yourself were pure and good?”

If your heart this truth professes
And your mouth your sin confesses,
You will be your Savior’s guest,

Be at His banquet truly blest.

Let this food your faith so nourish
That its fruit of love may flourish
And your neighbor learn from you

How much God’s wondrous love can do.

Text: John Hus, c. 1369-1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1-2, 4-5, 7, 9): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 3, 8): tr.
Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 6, 10): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, alt.

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug, alt.
Text (sts. 3, 6, 8, 10): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820
Text (sts. 1-2, 4-5, 7, 9) and tune: Public domain

579 THE LAW OF GOD IS GOOD AND WISE
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ness, And dooms to death when  we trans -  gress.

tate And turn  from sin be - fore too late.

light And should be done as good and right.

sounds And keeps their wick - ed - ness in bounds.

5 The Law is good; but since the fall
Its holiness condemns us all;
It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no pow’r to justify.

6  To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain

809 GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS
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I Great is Thy faith - ful - ness, O God my Fa - ther;
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har - vest,
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Thou chang - est not: Thy com - pas - sions, they fail not;
Join with all na - ture in man - 1 - fold wit- ness
Strength for  to - day and bright hope for to - mor -row,
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As Thou hast been, Thou for - ev - er wilt be.
To Thy great faith - ful-ness, mer - cy, and love.
Bless -ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
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Great is Thy faith- ful-ness! Great is Thy  faith-ful-ness!
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Great 1S Thy  faith - ful-ness, Lord, un - to me!
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960
Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text: Public domain
Tune: Public domain
NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
) Letus pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212
(P) Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



BENEDICTION
id

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and -1+ give you peace.

Amen.

918 GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT REDEEMER
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stream doth flow; Let the fi - ery, cloud -y pil - lar

fears  sub - side; Death of death and hell’s de - struc- tion,
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Hold me with Thy pow’r - ful hand. Bread of heav - en,
Lead me all my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - ’rer,
Land me safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs of prais - es,
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bread of heav - en, Feed me  till I want no

strong de - liv - ’rer, Be Thou still my strength and

songs of prais - es I will ev - er give to
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more; Feed me till | want no  more.
shield; Be Thou still my strength and shield.
Thee; I will ev - er give to  Thee.

Text: William Williams, 1717-91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722-96, alt.; (sts. 2—3): tr. William Williams, 1717-91

Tune: John Hughes, 1873-1932
Text and tune: Public domain
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THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES AT FAITH:

Happy Birthday 10:30 am Divine Service

Laurie Anderson 24" 11:30 am Coffee Bites

Martha Riedl 29t 12:15 pm Adult Catechism
Happy Anniversary Loo_kinn(g Ahead

Paul & Annette Schander 27 (60 yrs) April 2 3:30 & 6:30 Bible Study

April 2" 5:00 Lenten Service & Meal

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES AT
FAITH:

Sunday, March 23

8:00 am Divine Service

9:15 am Sunday School/Bible Class
10:30 am Divine Service

11:30 am Wedding Shower for Hannah &
Caleb

12:15 pm Adult Catechism

Wednesday, March 26™
9:00 am Women of Faith
5:00 pm Lenten Service
6:00 pm Meal

3:30 & 6:30 pm Bible Study

Sunday, March 30"
8:00 am Divine Service
9:15 am Bible Class/Sunday School




