FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
February 23, 2025
Rev. Patrick Poock

As the Son of God Is Merciful and Forgives Your Sins, You Also Be Merciful and Forgive

Your inheritance as a child of Adam is sin and death, but in Christ you are made alive through
His resurrection from the dead (1 Cor. 15:21-22). As you have died with Him in Holy Baptism,
so are you raised with Him to newness of life. Therefore, “do not go on sinning” (1 Cor. 15:34).
Instead of serving your desires and harming your neighbors, live as “sons of the Most High,”
and “be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:35-36). Deal with others as you
would have others deal with you (Luke 6:31, 37-38). As Christ loved you when you were at
enmity with Him, as He blessed and prayed for those who abused Him, and as He did good to
those who hated Him and hurt Him, so also “love your enemies, do good” (Luke 6:27-29, 35).
For God sent His Son to bear the cross and suffer death, not to condemn the guilty, but “to
preserve life.” So does He provide a place for you within His Church, where He is near and
deals kindly with “you and your children and your children’s children” (Gen. 45:5-10).

THE DIVINE SERVICE is celebrated each Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:30 am and Wednesday at 5:00
pm. Bible Class is held on Sunday at 9:15 am and Wednesday at 3:30 pm and 6:30 pm.



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH is a Christological, Scriptural, Confessional and Liturgical
member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. We believe that God has called us to believe,
teach and confess that Christ was crucified for our sins and we receive salvation by faith, which
is a gift of God through His grace given to us in our baptism, as is revealed in the Holy Bible
which is the inspired and inerrant Word of God. In response to His gift of salvation we eagerly
desire to do good works out of thanksgiving and praise to the Triune God.

COMMUNION STATEMENT

Because we take the Word of God seriously and we love our visitors, we ask that if you are not
a member of Faith Lutheran or another LCMS church, please refrain from taking
communion until you have talked with Pastor Poock. In the meantime, we would love to have
you participate by coming forward and receiving a blessing.

Communion offers the immense blessing of forgiveness of our sins. However, it can be taken to
one’s judgment if not properly understood. 1 Cor 11:27,29 says, “Whoever, therefore, eats the
bread or drinks the cup of the LORD in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body
and blood of the LORD...For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself.”

We teach that a person receives the real Body and the real Blood of Jesus Christ “in, with and
under the bread and wine.” It is not symbolic or merely a spiritual presence.

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!
We rejoice to have you with us today. The liturgy is found in the Lutheran Service Book in the
rack in front of you. You may place this bulletin in the back of your hymnal to help you follow
along with the order of service. The Propers for the day are printed within the bulletin. Please
read the message in this bulletin concerning reception of Holy Communion at our church.

The first quarter of 2025 is designated by Pastor and the Elders for Our Daily Bread of
Bradenton. The mission of Our Daily Bread is to provide for the nutritional needs of the poor
and needy of our community in the context of compassion and affirmation of their human worth
as Children of God. They achieve this by providing a daily soup kitchen and food pantry.
Please note “Missions” on your donation check. Thank you for your generosity in supporting
God’s work.

Weekly Memory Verse Deuteronomy 31:6

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your
God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.



697 AWAKE, O SLEEPER, RISE FROM DEATH
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length and breadth, Its full - ness, depth, and height.
u - i - ty, The ver - y  bond of peace.
hearts  for - give As God in  Christ for - gave.

forth in faith, And Christ shall give you life.
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Tune: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829
Text: © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820
Tune: Public domain

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

INVOCATION
P] In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION LSB 151

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151
(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.



Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION LSB 151

P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
INTROIT Psalm 37:1-5; antiphon: vv. 7a, b
Pastor: Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;

Cong:
Pastor:
Cong:
Pastor:
Cong:
Pastor:
Cong:
Pastor:
Cong:
Pastor:
Cong:

fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way.
Fret not yourself because of evildoers;

be not envious of wrongdoers!

For they will soon fade like the grass

and wither like the green herb.

Trust in the LORD, and do good;

dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.
Delight yourself in the LORD,

and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the LORD;

trust in him, and he will act.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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¥ Lord, have mer - cy.
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P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

A - men.



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.

——1

’;*o
A"
e

[7] ]
/ 7

o
P oo ) ®

You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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P) Let us pray.
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power
we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 45:3-15

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could
not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence.

*So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said,
“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. >And now do not be distressed or angry
with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. °For the
famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvest. ’And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God.
He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. *Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has
made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 1°You shall dwell in the land of
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, and your



flocks, your herds, and all that you have. ' There I will provide for you, for there are yet five
years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to
poverty.” 22And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my
mouth that speaks to you. *¥You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that
you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” ¥*Then he fell upon his brother
Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. >And he kissed all his brothers
and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with him.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 3042
2IFor as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 2For as
in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 2But each in his own order: Christ the

firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 2Then comes the end, when he
delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and
power. °For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 2The last enemy to be
destroyed is death. ...

Why am I in danger every hour? *1 protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in
Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! **What do | gain if, humanly speaking, | fought with
beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” **Do
not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 3*Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is
right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. | say this to your shame.

SBut someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?”
%Y ou foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 3 And what you sow is
not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. ¥But God
gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. *For not all flesh is the
same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for
fish. “There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one
kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. *There is one glory of the sun, and another
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.

4230 is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is
imperishable.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.



Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

GOSPEL Luke 6:27-38

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

2[Jesus said:] “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, 2®bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 2°To one who strikes you on
the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your
tunic either. *°Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods
do not demand them back. 3tAnd as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.

32“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those
who love them. 33And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you?
For even sinners do the same. **And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. **But love
your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be
great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 3*Be
merciful, even as your Father is merciful.

87“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned;
forgive, and you will be forgiven; %¥give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it
will be measured back to you.”



P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.
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Thou hast de -sired Thy life for  man.
Breached all its walls for our re - lease.
To bring the great good news to man!
To Fa-ther, Son, and wun - to Thee.

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 190776, alt.
Tune: Jan O. Bender, 1909-94
Text and tune: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820

SERMON

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.



And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ~I~ of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
OFFERING

956 CREATE IN ME
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and up-hold me with Thy free spir - it A - men.

Text: Psalm 51:10-12
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583-1651, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE LSB 160
P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.

n —
re
Giene—e

We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED) LSB 161

P) Itistruly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na

LORD’S PRAYER
P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

in the high - est.

LSB 162

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in

remembrance of Me.”



PAX DOMINI LSB 163
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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741 JESUS CHRIST, MY SURE DEFENSE
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1 Je - sus Christ, my sure de-fense And my Sav - ior, now is
2 Je - sus, my Re-deem - er, lives; Like - wise I to life shall
3 No, too close -ly I am bound By my hope to Christ for-
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am flesh and must re - turn To the dust, whence I am
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liv - ing! Know - ing this, my con - fi-dence
wak - en. He will bring me  where He is;
ev - er; Faith’s strong hand the  Rock has found,
tak - en; But by faith I now dis - cern
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Rests up - on the hope here giv - en, Though the
Shall my cour-age then be shak - en? Shall I
Grasped it, and will leave it nev -  €r; E - ven
That from death I shall a - wak - en With my
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night of death be fraught Still with man-y an anx - ious thought.
fear, or could the Head Rise and leave His mem - bers dead?
death now can - not part From its Lord the trust - ing heart.
Sav - ior to a - bide In His glo - ry, at His side.

Glorified, | shall anew

With this flesh then be enshrouded;
In this body I shall view

God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded;
In this flesh | then shall see
Jesus Christ eternally.

Then take comfort and rejoice,
For His members Christ will cherish.
Fear not, they will hear His voice;
Dying, they will never perish;
For the very grave is stirred
When the trumpet’s blast is heard.

Laugh to scorn the gloomy grave
And at death no longer tremble;
He, the Lord, who came to save



Will at last His own assemble.

They will go their Lord to meet,

Treading death beneath their feet.

8 O, then, draw away your hearts
From all pleasures base and hollow;

Strive to share what He imparts
While you here His footsteps follow.

As you now still wait to rise,

Fix your hearts beyond the skies!

Text: Otto von Schwerin, 1616—79; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

Text and tune: Public domain

621 LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE
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1 Let all mor - tal flesh keep si - lence with fear and
2 King of kings yet born  of Mar - vy, of old on
3 Rank on rank the host of heav - en Spreads its  van - guard
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earth He  stood, Lord of lords in  hu - ves - ture,
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sleep - less eye, Veil their fac - es to pres - ence
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For with bless-ing in  His hand Christ our God to earth  de-
In the bod -y and the blood, He will give to all the
From the realms of end - less day, Comes the pow’rs of hell to
As  with cease-less voice they cry: “Al - le - lu - 1a, al - le-
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scend - ing Comes our hom-age to de - mand.
faith - ful His  own self for heav’'n - ly food.
van - quish As the dark-ness clears a - way.
lu - 1a! Al - le - lu - i1a, Lord Most High!”
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-85, alt.
Tune: French, 17th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain
766 OUR FATHER, WHO FROM HEAVEN ABOVE
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1 Our Fa - ther, who from heav’n a - bove Bids all of us to
2 Your name be  hal - lowed. Help us, Lord, In pu-r1-ty to
3 Your king-dom come. Guard Your do-main And Your e - ter-nal
4 Your gra-cious will on earth be done As it is done be -
Db .
(A — ad -o
A1V ‘ I I |
Q) I [
live in love As mem-bers of one fam - 1 - ly And
keep Your Word, That to the glo-ry of Your name We
righ - teous reign. The Ho - ly Ghost en -rich our day With
fore  Your throne, That pa-tient - ly we may o - bey Through-
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pray to You in u - ni - ty, Teach us no thought-less words to
walk be-fore You free from blame. Let no false teach - ing us per-
gifts at-ten-dant on our way. Break Sa-tan’s pow’r, de - feat his
out our lives all that You say. Curb flesh and blood and ev - 'ry
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say But from our in - most hearts to pray.
vert; All poor de - Iud - ed souls con - vert.
rage; Pre - serve Your Church  from age to age.
ill That sets it - self a - gainst Your  will.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And let us all be clothed and fed



Save us from hardship, war, and strife;
In plague and famine, spare our life,
That we in honest peace may live,
To care and greed no entrance give.

6 Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore,
That they may trouble us no more;
We, too, will gladly those forgive
Who hurt us by the way they live.
Help us in our community
To serve each other willingly.

7 Lead not into temptation, Lord,
Where our grim foe and all his horde
Would vex our souls on ev’ry hand.
Help us resist, help us to stand
Firm in the faith, a mighty host,
Through comfort of the Holy Ghost.

8  From evil, Lord, deliver us;
The times and days are perilous.
Redeem us from eternal death,
And, when we yield our dying breath,
Console us, grant us calm release,
And take our souls to You in peace.

9  Amen, thatis, so shall it be.
Make strong our faith in You, that we
May doubt not but with trust believe
That what we ask we shall receive.
Thus in Your name and at Your Word

We say, “Amen, O hear us, Lord!”

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1, 6, 8-9): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 2-5, 7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, alt.
Tune: attr. Martin Luther, 1483-1546

Text (sts. 1, 6, 8-9): Public domain

Text (sts. 2-5, 7): © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820

Tune: Public domain



727 ON EAGLES’ WINGS
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1 You who dwell n the shel-ter of the Lord, Whoa -
2 snare of the fowl - er will nev-er cap-ture you, And
3 You need not fear the ter -ror of the night, Nor the
4 For to His an - gels He’s giv-en a com-mand To
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bide 1n His shad - ow for life,
fam - ine will bring you no fear;
ar - row that flies_ by  day; Though
guard you im all  of your ways; Up -
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Say to the Lord: ‘My____ ref - uge, My___
Un - der His wings your____ ref - uge, His
thou - sands_  fall a - bout you,
on their____  hands they will bear you up, Lest you
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rock in whom____ I trust!”
faith - ful - ness your____  shield.
Near you it shall____  not come.
dash_ your foot a - gainst a stone.
A 4 Refrain
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And He will raise you up on ea - gles’ wings,
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Bear youon the breath  of dawn, Make you to shine like the
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sun, And hold you in the palm of His hand. 2 The
Text and tune: Michael Joncas, 1951
Text and tune: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820
THANK THE LORD LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy

BT
N

f) :
% —

e o L.
with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION LSB 166
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
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660 STAND UP, STAND UP FOR JESUS
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1 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus, Ye  sol-diers of the cross.
2 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus; The trum-pet call o - bey;
3 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus; Stand in  His strength a - lone.
4 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus; The strife will not be long;
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Lift high His roy - al ban - ner; It must not suf-fer loss.
Stand forth in might-y con - flict In  this His glo-rious day.
The arm  of flesh will fail you, Ye dare not trust your own.
This day the din of bat - tle, The next the vic-tor’s song.
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From vic - t'ry un - to vic - try His ar - my He shall lead
Let all His faith-ful serve Him A - gainst un-num-bered foes;
Put on the Gos-pel ar - mor; Each piece put on with prayer.
The sol-diers, o - ver - com - ing, Their crown of life shall see
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Till ev - ry foe 1s van-quished, And Christ is Lord 1in - deed.

Let cour-age rise with dan - ger  And strength to strength op - pose.

Where du - ty calls or dan - ger, Be nev - er want - ing there.

And with the King of Glo - ry Shall reign e - ter - nal - ly.
Text: George Duffield, Jr., 1818-88, alt.

Tune: George J. Webb, 1803-87
Text and tune: Public domain
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Rev. Patrick Poock
Organist: Lillian Boettcher

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES AT FAITH:

Happy Birthday Looking Ahead

Pat Barlow 26™ Sunday, March 2"

Cheryl Cusick 27t 8:00 am Divine Service

Dennis Steinke 27t 9:15 am Bib_le_ CIass/S_unday School
Lisa Boettcher 28t 10:30 am Divine Service

11:30 am Coffee Bites
12:15 pm Adult Catechism

Ha Anniversar :
DOY Y Tuesday, March 4, Elder Board Meeting

William & Vickie Costello 28" (41 yrs)

9:30 am
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES AT V\./ednesd.ay, March 5, Ash Wednesday
. 5:00 & 7:00 pm
FALTH: Thursday, March 6, Hand Bell Practice
Sunday, February 23" 6:00 pmy’ :

8:00 am Divine Service

9:15 am Sunday School/Bible Class
10:30 am Divine Service

11:30 am Coffee Bites

12:15 pm Adult Catechism

Wednesday, February 26
9:00 am Women of Faith
5:00 pm Divine Service
3:30 & 6:30 Bible Study




