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The Coming of Jesus Enables Us to Rejoice 

The Third Sunday in Advent has traditionally been called by the Latin word Gaudete, meaning 

“Rejoice!” For as you are called to repentance, so also are you urged to rejoice in the coming of 

the Lord, Jesus Christ. By His own cross, He has accomplished salvation for you; “he has 

cleared away your enemies,” “taken away the judgments against you” and come to reign in your 

midst. Indeed, He rejoices over you with gladness and song (Zeph. 3:15–17)! Therefore, even 

from prison St. Paul encourages us to “rejoice in the Lord always,” knowing that the peace of 

God will guard and keep us in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:4, 7). We find an example and 

encouragement in the case of John the Baptist. As he languishes in prison, he calls upon Jesus 

and is strengthened by the Word of the Gospel that he receives. The same good news is 

preached to you, by which all things are made new and even “the dead are raised up” (Luke 

7:22). Do not be offended by the cross, therefore, but let your life be one of prayer and 

thanksgiving (Luke 7:23; Phil. 4:6). 

THE DIVINE SERVICE is celebrated each Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:30 am and Wednesday at 5:00 

pm.  Bible Class is held on Sunday at 9:15 am and Wednesday at 3:30 pm and 6:30 pm.     



 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH is a Christological, Scriptural, Confessional and Liturgical 

member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. We believe that God has called us to believe, 

teach and confess that Christ was crucified for our sins and we receive salvation by faith, which 

is a gift of God through His grace given to us in our baptism, as is revealed in the Holy Bible 

which is the inspired and inerrant Word of God. In response to His gift of salvation we eagerly 

desire to do good works out of thanksgiving and praise to the Triune God. 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 

Because we take the Word of God seriously and we love our visitors, we ask that if you are not 

a member of Faith Lutheran or another LCMS church, please refrain from taking 

communion until you have talked with Pastor Poock. In the meantime, we would love to have 

you participate by coming forward and receiving a blessing. 

Communion offers the immense blessing of forgiveness of our sins.  However, it can be taken to 

one’s judgment if not properly understood.  1 Cor 11:27,29 says, “Whoever, therefore, eats the 

bread or drinks the cup of the LORD in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body 

and blood of the LORD…For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and 

drinks judgment on himself.”  

We teach that a person receives the real Body and the real Blood of Jesus Christ “in, with and 

under the bread and wine.” It is not symbolic or merely a spiritual presence.  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!  

We rejoice to have you with us today. The liturgy is found in the Lutheran Service Book in the 

rack in front of you. You may place this bulletin in the back of your hymnal to help you follow 

along with the order of service. The Propers for the day are printed within the bulletin. Please 

read the message in this bulletin concerning reception of Holy Communion at our church. 

 

FOURTH QUARTER MISSION PROJECT 

The fourth quarter Elder mission project is Bridging Freedom, a Tampa, Florida rehab for teens 

involved in Human trafficking. Their mission is to combat minor sex-trafficking by bringing 

restoration to those rescued and victim prevention to those we reach with our message.  They 

provide a therapeutic safe home campus community providing long term, comprehensive care to 

these victims in a secure environment.  They educate the community and work with   partnering 

organizations to increase awareness about this horrendous issue.  Bridging Freedom is, and will 

continue to be, a community of God loving people dedicated to sectoring the broken spirits of sex 

trafficking victims.   

   

Weekly Memory Verse          Philippians. 4:4-5 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is at hand. 

 

 



+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

849 PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820 

Tune: Public domain 

 

RITE OF HOLY MATRIMONY LSB 275 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

INTROIT Psalm 146:5–8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4 

Pastor: Rejoice in the Lord always; 

Cong:  again I will say,  Rejoice. 

Pastor: Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

Cong:  whose hope is in the  LORD his God, 

Pastor: who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

Cong:  who keeps faith forever; 

Pastor: who executes justice for the oppressed, 

Cong:  who gives food to the  hungry. 

Pastor: The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 



Cong:  The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the  righteous. 

Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 

 and to the Holy  Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

  

 

KYRIE LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 

Lord. 

 
  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 



 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our 

hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Zephaniah 3:14–20 

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 

 shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

 O daughter of Jerusalem! 
15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 

 he has cleared away your enemies. 

The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

 you shall never again fear evil. 
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

“Fear not, O Zion; 

 let not your hands grow weak. 
17The LORD your God is in your midst, 



 a mighty one who will save; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness; 

 he will quiet you by his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing. 
18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 

 so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 
19Behold, at that time I will deal 

 with all your oppressors. 

And I will save the lame 

 and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

 and renown in all the earth. 
20At that time I will bring you in, 

 at the time when I gather you together; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

 among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

 before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Philippians 4:4–7 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 



 
 

LUKE 7:18–35 Luke 7:18–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 

  

 
  

 18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of his 

disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 

look for another?” 20And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent 

us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” 21In that 

hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were 

blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and 

heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is 

not offended by me.” 

 24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did 

you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid 

clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 

Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in 

the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 29(When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors 

too, they declared God just, having been baptized with the baptism of John, 30but the Pharisees 

and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.) 

 31“To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 32They 

are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, 



“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

 we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’ 

33For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a 

demon.’ 34The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton 

and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 35Yet wisdom is justified by all her 

children.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

345 HARK! A THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 

Text and tune: Public domain 



 

SERMON 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

956 CREATE IN ME 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 

Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

PREFACE LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 



PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED) LSB 161 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and 

to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 

death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 

and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 



 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

349 HARK THE GLAD SOUND 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 

Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



628 YOUR TABLE I APPROACH 

 

 
 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 

6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, 

    O God, my peace and light. 
Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

556 DEAR CHRISTIANS, ONE AND ALL, REJOICE 

 



 

 

 
 

5 God said to His belovèd Son: 

    “It’s time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright jewel of My crown, 

    And bring to all salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; 

Slay bitter death for them that they 

    May live with You forever.” 

 

6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 

    Was born of virgin mother; 

And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 

    He came to be my brother. 

His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 

A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 

    To lead the devil captive. 

 



7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me, 

    I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I Myself will be; 

    For you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, and you are Mine, 

And where I am you may remain; 

    The foe shall not divide us. 

 

8 “Though he will shed My precious blood, 

    Me of My life bereaving, 

All this I suffer for your good; 

    Be steadfast and believing. 

Life will from death the vict’ry win; 

My innocence shall bear your sin, 

    And you are blest forever. 

 

9 “Now to My Father I depart, 

    From earth to heav’n ascending, 

And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, 

    The Holy Spirit sending; 

In trouble He will comfort you 

And teach you always to be true 

    And into truth shall guide you. 

 

10 “What I on earth have done and taught 

    Guide all your life and teaching; 

So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 

    And honored in your preaching. 

But watch lest foes with base alloy 

The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 

    This final word I leave you.” 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



818 IN THEE IS GLADNESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



OFFERTORY LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 

faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 



 
 

803 JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852–1933, alt. 

Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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  Rev. Patrick Poock 

                                                             Organist: Lillian Boettcher 
 

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES AT FAITH: 

 

Happy Birthday       

Justin Benson 15th 

Linda Synder 18th 

Joe Barber 19th 

Jeff Sattanno 20th 

Janice Saari 20th 

Rev. John Tuttle 21st 

 

Happy Anniversary 
Jim & Terry Jones 17th (41 yrs) 
 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES AT 
FAITH: 
Sunday, December 15th 

8:00 am Divine Service 
9:15 am Bible Study 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Divine Service 
11:30 am Coffee Bites 
 
Wednesday, December 18th 
3:30 pm Bible Study 
5:00 pm Divine Service 
6:15 pm Light Meal 
6:30 pm Bible Study  
 
Thursday, December 19th 
6:00 pm Handbell Practice 
 
Friday, December 20th  
7:00 pm Lifelight Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead 
Sunday, December 22nd  
Divine Service 8:00 am 
Bible Study/Sunday School 9:15 am 
Divine Service 10:30 am 
Tuesday, December 24th 
Christmas Eve The Nativity of Our 
Lord 
Candle Light Service 5:00 and 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 25th  
Christmas Day Divine Service 10:30 am 
 


