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OPENING HYMN      “Once in Royal David’s City” p. 376 

Invocation, Confession and Absolution LSB 151 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Cong.: Amen.   

  

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.    

Cong.: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Pastor:    Let us then confess our sins to God our Father,  

Cong Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us.  Forgive us, enew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

DECLARATION OF GRACE 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

  



 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

+INTROIT+ Ps. 98: 1-4 

 

Pastor: What Child is this? 

Cong.: He is Immanuel, God with us, God for us, God who comes as one of us to save 

all of us! 

Pastor: What Child is this? 

Cong.: He is our Wonderful Counselor who comforts us with the Good News of sins 

forgiven. 

Pastor: What Child is this? 

Cong.: He is our Mighty God who dealt the deathblow to death with His Good Friday 

death. 

Pastor: What Child is this? 

Cong.: He is the Son of the Everlasting Father whose outstretched arms on the cross 

embrace us all. 

Pastor: What Child is this? 

Cong.: He is our Prince of Peace who gave us peace through His spilled blood. 

 

HYMN “Joy to the World”     p. 387 

 

+KYRIE+      p. 152 

Pastor:    In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Cong.:    LORD, have mercy. 

Pastor:    For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the LORD. 

Cong.:    LORD, have mercy. 

Pastor:    For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the LORD. 

Cong.:    LORD, have mercy. 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the LORD.  

Cong.: LORD, have mercy. 

Pastor:  Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious LORD. 

Cong.:    Amen. 

 

+SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY+ 

Pastor: The LORD be with you. 

Cong.: And also with you. 

Pastor: Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us 

free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Cong.: Amen. 



 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Exodus 40: 17-21, 34-38 
17 In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was 

erected. 18 Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in 

its poles, and raised up its pillars. 19 And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the 

covering of the tent over it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20 He took the testimony 

and put it into the ark, and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 
21 And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and screened 

the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses.      34 Then the cloud covered 

the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not 

able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD 

filled the tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up 

from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37 But if the cloud was not taken 

up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the LORD 

was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of 

Israel throughout all their journeys.   This is the Word of the LORD. 

Cong.:    Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE      Titus 3: 4-7  
4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not 

because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 

washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life.    This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong.:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

+ALLELUIA & VERSE+  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”(v. 1)     p. 384 

 

Of the Father’s love begotten 

Ere the worlds began to be 

He is Alpha and Omega, 

He the source, the ending He, 

 Of the things that are, that have been,  

And that future years shall see 

Evermore and evermore. 

Amen. 

 

  



 

+THE HOLY GOSPEL+     John 1: 1-18 

Pastor:    The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 

Cong.:  Glory to You, O LORD. 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 

was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was 

not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  6 There was a man sent 

from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, 

that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about 

the light. 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He 

was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 
11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 

him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were 

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This 

was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from 

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he 

has made him known. 

This is the Gospel of the LORD. 

Cong.:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON HYMN  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”   p. 359 

 

THE SERMON 

 

+THE CONFESSION OF FAITH+      

NICENE CREED            p. 158 

 

I believe in one God, 

 the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth  

and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

 the only-begotten Son of God,  

begotten of His Father before all worlds,  

God of God, Light of Light,  

very God of very God,  

begotten, not made,  

being of one substance with the Father,  

by whom all things were made;  

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary  



 

and was made man;  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.   

He suffered and was buried.  

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven  

and sits at the right hand of the Father.   

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  

whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord and giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  

who spoke by the prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  

and I look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH+    

Pastor:  LORD in Your mercy.  

Cong.:  Hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our LORD. 

Cong.:  Amen.    

 

 “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”   (v. 5)    p. 394 

Grant us grace to see Thee,  

Lord, Present in Thy holy Word 

Grace to imitate Thee now  

And be pure, as pure art Thou; 

That we might become like Thee  

At Thy great epiphany 

And may praise Thee, ever blest,  

God in man made manifest. 

 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER+   
   

        Our Father who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses   

as we forgive those who trespass against us.        

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen  



 

 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

Pastor:  O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 

hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve you; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

Cong.: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION         

       LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ✠ give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN   “Angels We Have Heard on High”   p. 368 
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